
Glaucoma in Pets: Protecting Your Pet’s Vision 
If your pet’s eye suddenly looks cloudy, swollen, or painful, glaucoma may be the cause. 
Glaucoma is a serious eye condition that can lead to blindness if not treated quickly — but with 
early diagnosis and proper care, many pets can remain comfortable and maintain their quality of 
life. 

 

What Is Glaucoma? 

Glaucoma occurs when fluid builds up inside the eye, increasing pressure (called intraocular 
pressure, or IOP).​
 Normally, this fluid (aqueous humor) flows in and out of the eye to nourish its tissues. When 
that drainage becomes blocked, pressure rises — damaging the optic nerve and other internal 
eye structures. 

Think of it like a sink with the tap running but the drain clogged — the water (fluid) has nowhere 
to go, and pressure builds up. 

 

Why Glaucoma Matters 

The damage caused by glaucoma is permanent and can lead to vision loss or blindness. 
Because it often progresses quickly — sometimes within hours to days — glaucoma is 
considered a medical emergency in pets. 

 

Causes of Glaucoma 

There are two main types of glaucoma in pets: 

1. Primary Glaucoma 

●​ Caused by inherited structural abnormalities in the eye’s drainage system.​
 

●​ More common in certain dog breeds such as Cocker Spaniels, Basset Hounds, Beagles, 
Shih Tzus, and Siberian Huskies.​
 

●​ Usually affects both eyes, though not always at the same time.​
 



2. Secondary Glaucoma 

●​ Develops as a result of another eye problem, such as:​
 

○​ Cataracts​
 

○​ Lens luxation (dislocation of the lens)​
 

○​ Uveitis (inflammation inside the eye)​
 

○​ Eye trauma or tumors​
 

Secondary glaucoma can occur in any breed or species. 

 

Signs of Glaucoma in Pets 

Glaucoma can develop suddenly (acute) or gradually (chronic). Symptoms may include: 

●​ Red or bloodshot eyes​
 

●​ Cloudy or bluish cornea​
 

●​ Eye enlargement or bulging​
 

●​ Squinting or rubbing at the eye​
 

●​ Tearing or discharge​
 

●​ Sudden vision loss (bumping into things, hesitancy to move)​
 

●​ Pain (whining, hiding, or reduced appetite)​
 

Because glaucoma can be very painful, it’s important to seek veterinary care as soon as you 
notice any changes in your pet’s eyes or behavior. 

 

How Is Glaucoma Diagnosed? 

Your veterinarian will perform a thorough eye examination, which may include: 



●​ Tonometry: A quick, painless test that measures eye pressure.​
 

●​ Ophthalmoscopy: To check for optic nerve or retinal changes.​
 

●​ Gonioscopy or imaging: To evaluate drainage angles and structures inside the eye.​
 

●​ Referral to a veterinary ophthalmologist for advanced diagnostics or surgery.​
 

 

Treatment Options for Glaucoma 

The goal of treatment is to reduce eye pressure, relieve pain, and preserve vision whenever 
possible.​
 Treatment depends on the cause, severity, and whether vision is still present. 

1. Medications 

●​ Eye drops to decrease fluid production or improve drainage.​
 

●​ Oral medications to reduce pressure and inflammation.​
 These are often the first step, especially for early or manageable cases.​
 

2. Surgery 

When medication alone isn’t enough, your veterinarian or a veterinary ophthalmologist may 
recommend surgery, such as: 

●​ Laser procedures to reduce fluid production.​
 

●​ Drainage implants to improve outflow.​
 

●​ Removal of the eye (enucleation) — in severe or painful cases where vision cannot be 
restored, this procedure can greatly improve comfort and quality of life.​
 

3. Managing the Other Eye 

In cases of primary glaucoma, the second eye is often at risk. Preventive medication can help 
delay or prevent glaucoma from developing in the unaffected eye. 

 

Glaucoma in Cats 



While less common than in dogs, glaucoma in cats often develops secondary to chronic 
inflammation, infections, or eye tumors.​
 Because it tends to progress slowly, signs can be subtle — such as a slightly enlarged or 
cloudy eye.​
 Regular eye exams are key for early detection. 

 

Caring for a Pet with Glaucoma 

●​ Give all prescribed eye drops and medications consistently.​
 

●​ Monitor for changes in eye appearance or behavior.​
 

●​ Keep follow-up appointments to track eye pressure.​
 

●​ Protect your pet from eye trauma (avoid rough play or irritants).​
 

●​ Consider environmental adjustments if vision is impaired — keep furniture placement 
consistent and avoid obstacles.​
 

With attentive care and regular veterinary monitoring, many pets with glaucoma can remain 
comfortable and enjoy a happy life. 

 

When to Call Your Veterinarian 

Contact your veterinarian immediately if you notice: 

●​ Sudden cloudiness or swelling of the eye​
 

●​ Signs of pain (pawing at the eye, hiding, loss of appetite)​
 

●​ Redness or discharge​
 

●​ Sudden changes in vision or behavior​
 

Prompt treatment offers the best chance to relieve discomfort and save vision. 

 



Glaucoma is a serious but manageable eye condition in pets.​
While it can’t always be cured, early detection and treatment can protect vision, reduce pain, 
and preserve your pet’s comfort and happiness. 

If you suspect your dog or cat might have glaucoma or any eye issue, don’t wait — schedule an 
exam right away. Your veterinarian can help protect your pet’s sight and ensure they 
continue to see the world clearly and comfortably. 
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